UoA scientists dismiss mātauranga Māori as not science
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Response from NZ Association of Scientists https://scientists.org.nz/resources/Documents/PressReleases/NZAS-M%C4%81tauranga%20and%20Science.pdf


Not just myths and legends NZH article by Te Taru White 
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/rotorua-daily-post/news/opinion-myths-and-legends-much-more-than-that/USO2VFCKXRVKWFWUWC5ULKKBHE/


Response from the Royal Society
https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/news/joint-statement-from-president-and-chair-of-academy-executive-committee/    


Response from the Vice-Chancellor of Ak uni
https://www.auckland.ac.nz/en/news/2021/07/26/vice-chancellor-comments.html 


Acting Dean of Science steps down
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/auckland-university-professor-resigns-over-letter-claiming-maori-knowledge-isnt-science/NF4CMOCYRJZGI5Y4DXACKKJU54


Response from Dr. Kiri Mamai Dell, UoA
https://kupumamae.com/2021/07/27/just-what-is-matauranga-maori/


Kath Haines’s students at WEGC respond
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/te-manu-korihi/448109/matauranga-maori-in-science-it-sparks-more-interest-in-learning


Defence of Colonial Racism by Tina Ngata 
https://tinangata.com/2021/07/25/defending-colonial-racism/
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In defence
of science

Arecent report froma
Government NCEA working
group on proposed changes
to the Maori school curricu-
Tum aims “to ensure parity
for matauranga Maori with
the other bodies of know-
ledge credentialed by NCEA
(particularly Western/Pakeha
epistemologies)”. It includes
the following description as
part of anew course: “It pro-
motes discussion and analysis
of the ways in which science
hasbeen used to support the
dominance of Eurocentric
views (among which, its use
as arationale for colonisation
of Maori and the suppres-
sion of Maori knowledge);
and the notion that science is
a Western European inven-
tionand itself evidence of
European dominance over
Maori and other indigenous
peoples.”

This perpetuates disturbing
misunderstandings of science
emerging atall levels of educa-
tion and in science funding.
These encourage mistrust
of science. Science is univer-
sal, not especially Western
European. It has origins in
ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia,
ancient Greece and later India,
with significant contributions
in mathematics, astronomy
and physics from mediaeval
Islam, before developing in
Europe and later the US, with
astrong presence across Asia.

Science itself does not
colonise. It has been used
toaid colonisation, as have
literature and art. However,
science also provides immense
good, as well as greatly
enhanced understanding of
the world. Science is helping
us battle worldwide crises

such as Covid, global warming,
carbon pollution, biodiver-
sityloss and environmental
degradation. Such science is
informed by the united efforts
of many nations and cultures.
‘We increasingly depend on
science, perhaps for our very
survival. The future of our
world, and our species, cannot
afford mistrust of science.
Indigenous knowledge is
critical for the preservation
and perpetuation of culture
and local practices, and plays
key roles in management and
policy. However, in the discov-
ery of empirical, universal
truths, it falls far short of what
we can define as science itself.
Toaccept it as the equivalent
of science is to patronise and
fail indigenous populations;
better to ensure that everyone
participates in the world's sci-
entific enterprises. Indigenous
knowledge may indeed help
advance scientific knowledge
insome ways, but it is not
science.
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GP SHORTAGES

One way the Government
could immediately address the
GP shortage (“Burnout”, July
24) is to work with the Medical
Council of New Zealand to
fast-track foreign-doctor reg-
istration, which is apparently
outrageously difficult and
takes a ridiculously long time.
CJohnstone

(Auckland)

Tknow of three overseas-
trained doctors who are
‘working in other jobs. When I
asked one (a rest-home carer)
‘why he had not gone through
the processes required to
register here, he said he had to
earn aliving for his family and
could not afford the fees and
loss of paid working time.
Surely we could setupa
scheme whereby we retrained
and assessed these doctors
while paying them a salary?
‘We could then bond them to
‘work as GPs (or as hospital
doctors) for aset term. Any
‘who failed the assessment
would obviously be a cost to
the system, but that would
be offset by the benefits from
those who succeeded.
Tamalso interested in
the example set by the Fred
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