	Sustainable Oceans lessons - delivered via Education Perfect
The Blue Penguin Smith Family Trust is looking to raise the profile of the significant challenges that our marine ecosystems face today. To do this, we plan to build out a set of lessons on the Education Perfect platform and deliver these to year 7-10 students across New Zealand. We’ll be running a free competition in conjunction with World Ocean Day 2022 (June 8th) to highlight these lessons.
We’re looking for a passionate and experienced educator to help us build these lessons.
Our vision
We envisage that these lessons will cover:
· Why are healthy oceans important?
· Current challenges for our oceans:
· Fishing
· Habitat Destruction and loss of biodiversity
· Impacts of land use (silt + nitrogen run-off, loss of mangroves, etc.)
· Climate Change
· Plastic Pollution
As well as detailing these challenges, each lesson will explore what’s currently being done to address them as well as steps that students and their families can take to contribute. We want to ensure that students walk away feeling that these are important problems but also solvable ones.
The lessons will use New Zealand specific examples and will reflect the perspectives and insights of Māori, including the concept of Kaitiakitanga.
Where possible, we will aim to link these topics to core curriculum objectives to make them easier for teachers to fit into their teaching schedules. One example here is using the concept of Food Webs as an introduction to the impact of overfishing on ecosystems.
We’re planning to build a total of 12 lessons, each requiring 15-20 minutes of student engagement. These will consist of:
· 2 high-level summary lessons
· We expect students to seek these out first during our competition
· 2 lessons on each of the 5 challenges identified above (i.e. 10 lessons total)
· We’re hoping that teachers will assign some of these lessons to their students during the school year
Expected commitment
We anticipate that it will take an experienced teacher on average 10-12 hours to build each lesson, so 120-140 hours in total.
This will include:
· Curriculum mapping
· Planning out each lesson
· Finding appropriate examples and data sources
· Sourcing suitable imagery (we can help here with access to some image banks)
· Building the lesson in the EP content editor
· Responding to any feedback from the EP content team about the lesson around formatting, etc.
· Ideally, trialling each lesson with a class and actioning any feedback from that process (if access to a suitable class is a challenge, we may be able to arrange for other teachers to try the content out and feed back their observations to you)
Past experience from the EP team indicates that the first few lessons may take a little longer, but that the process speeds up considerably as the project progresses.
Timelines
We are hoping to kick off this project in early October and to have a few lessons completed before schools go on their summer holidays so that we can get some feedback from teachers and students to guide the rest of the lesson creation. We expect that most of the lessons will be built over the summer holidays and will be ready for students for Term 1 2022.
Remuneration
Our selected teacher will be paid $5000 NZD for the completion of all 12 lessons - that’s $400 per lesson plus a small bonus for the completion of the project.
FAQ’s
How do I get involved?
· Contact Shane Smith at shane@bluepenguin.nz for more information
Who will be able to access these lessons?
· All students in New Zealand. These lessons will be separated from Education Perfect’s paid library of content and will be freely available to all students. Students will require an EP login, but will not require a paid subscription.
What support will I have to build these lessons?
· An introduction to the EP platform by a member of the EP content team
· Opportunities for discussion around topics and lesson focus with Shane
· A review of each lesson by one of the EP content team to give feedback on style, formatting, etc.
· The team at the Institute of Marine Science at the University of Auckland have kindly agreed to review our lessons from a scientist’s perspective, and may also be able to point us to some interesting/useful datasets to illustrate some of these topics
· You’ll have access to imagery from suitable stock image websites (e.g. shutterstock.com), which we will purchase appropriate rights to use in the lessons
· We’re doing an equivalent project in Australia for Aussie students, and have a fantastic teacher building those lessons. The two of you will be able to touch base and swap ideas for these lessons.
How much flexibility will I have in building these lessons?
· As long as we’re covering off these core topics, you will have quite a bit of creative freedom about how you structure the lessons and what you choose to include in them. We’re very open to alternative groupings of topics or different ways of teaching these ideas.
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