Night Sky April
The nights are getting longer and cooler as we pass the autumn equinox. Orion, the constellation of summer, gradually moves below the horizon and Scorpius becomes dominant in the southern night sky.
High in the north there are three bright stars in a line – Tautoru, Orion’s belt. They are one of the most distinctive landmarks of the night sky. To southern hemisphere star watchers, the line of three makes the bottom of 'The Pot', now tipped on its side.
There are two bright stars near Tautoru: Puanga Rigel is a white star above left and Pūtara Betelgeuse is a reddish star below right of the belt. A small line of fainter stars above and left of the belt marks Orion’s sword. One of these groups is the magnificent Orion Nebula (M42), the closest massive star forming region to us. It is a stunning sight even in backyard telescopes.
Extending the line of Tautoru up and to the right finds Takurua Sirius, the brightest star in the night sky, midway down the northeastern sky at dusk. Extend the line down and left from the belt to find the orange star, Taumatakuku Aldebaran, the brightest star in the constellation Taurus. 
Continue that line further down and you will find the beautiful Matariki Pleiades cluster. By mid-April, Matariki is low in the northwest after sunset and is becoming more difficult to see. 
In the south-eastern sky, Scorpius, also known as Maui’s fishhook, rises mid-evening. Further south, Crux, Carina and Centaurus are also major features of our April sky.
Atutahi Canopus, in the Carina constellation, is just southwest of the zenith overhead. Being very bright, Atutahi, was a key guide star used by the Polynesian voyagers and today it is used to guide spacecraft. 
Māhutonga Crux, the Southern Cross, is high in the southeast. Below it, and brighter, are Beta and Alpha Centauri, often called 'The Pointers'. Hakihea Alpha Centauri is the closest naked-eye star, 4 light-years away. It is a triple star system and includes several exoplanets. Ranginui Beta Centauri is a blue-giant star 400 l.y.a. 
Te Māngōroa The Milky Way is brightest in the southeast above Crux. It can be traced to nearly overhead where it fades and becomes very faint in the northwest, right of Orion. Te Māngōroa is our edgewise view of the galaxy, the pancake of billions of stars of which the sun is just one.
The Larger and Smaller Clouds of Magellan, LMC and SMC are two small galaxies midway down the southwest sky, easily seen by eye on a dark moonless night. 

Visibility of the Naked-Eye Planets
WHIRO MERCURY: Mercury becomes well placed for early morning viewing from mid-April, just north of east. Much brighter Venus will pass close by on the 20th, while Saturn and Mars will be higher to the left in the early hours – the 4 forming a line.
KŌPŪ VENUS : Venus rises in the east around 5:30am, but over the month moves closer and closer to the Sun, making it increasingly difficult to see 
MATAWHERO MARS : Mars remains quite bright in the early morning towards the east throughout April. Close to the moon on the 8th, Mars makes a vertical pair with Saturn on the 11th, Saturn gradually moving higher over the month. 
KŌPŪNUI JUPITER: Setting 1.5h after the sun on the 1st, by the end of the month, upiter will be too close to the Sun to see easily. 
RONGO SATURN : Saturn returns to the eastern sky in the mornings. Close pass of Mars on the 11th.
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