Free PLD opportunity on the use of AI:  “Using AI to augment our thinking, not reduce it - the ethics, safety and cognitive augmentation of generative AI in science education”.

Objective: These workshops will equip science educators with the insight, knowledge and strategies required to apply ethical and safe AI practices to their classrooms.

Presenter: Benny Pan is a science teacher who is passionate about building AI communities that prioritise ethics education and real-world impact. Benny is the founder of InspiraED Ltd,  an AI consultancy that links technical innovation with practical implementation. 
Benny coordinates the international EmPowerEd Project and has delivered AI training to educators in seven countries and leads the NZ AI Forums “Learn from Australia” and the “Assessment and AI” initiatives. Benny has recently presented at the PPTA leadership summit and the NZIP conference. His research specialty is on multimodal LLM augmented feedback systems to provide personalised student support.

Location, time and dates:
Auckland:  (AcademyEX in Newmarket*)
	2-4pm   Thur 20th Nov  (AI foundations)
1-4pm   Fri 21st Nov  (Ethical AI practice)
2-4pm   Mon 24th Nov  (Practical cases)
Hamilton: (Rototuna High School)
	12-3pm Wed 26th Nov
	12-3pm Thur 27th Nov (depending on demand)
[There will also be multiple sessions offered during the April 2026 holidays in Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin. Details and registration links will be provided during Term 1]. 

Content: Each session will be customised to meet the needs of the attendees, based on their responses to a short survey included in the registration process.

Registration: https://tally.so/r/wdLlZo
The sessions are funded by SCENZ/NZIC and NZIP but are free to any NZ Science teacher. (Where oversubscribed, preference may be given to Chemistry and Physics teachers).

* AcademyEX runs two programmes that empower educators to lead the future of learning. The Master of Contemporary Education helps teachers build digital fluency, design inclusive and culturally responsive learning, and harness AI responsibly in curriculum and assessment. The Postgraduate Certificate in Digital & Collaborative Learning offers a dynamic, practice-based introduction to innovative teaching and leadership in the AI era. 
Both programmes are designed for busy educators, blending online study with hands-on, collaborative learning that connects directly to your classroom practice.


